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1. Background  
 
1.1. General 
 
Fertilizers (plant nutrients) and supplements (other products that improve the physical 
condition of the soil and aid plant growth and crop yield) when sold or imported into Canada 
are regulated by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) under the authority of the 
Fertilizers Act and regulations. 
 
1.2. Regulatory Modernization  
 
The Fertilizers Regulations have recently been amended (October 26, 2020). One of the 
objectives of regulatory modernization was to reduce the administrative burden on regulated 
parties while respecting the safety focus of the Fertilizer Program’s mandate. The Fertilizers 
Regulations contain translational provisions whereby stakeholders can adhere to either the 
former (“old”) or current (“new” ) regulations for a period of 3 years. At the end of the 
transition period (October 26, 2023), the “old” regulations will no longer be in force and all 
regulated fertilizers and supplements will have to comply with the amended regulations.  
 
1.3. My CFIA  
 
Concurrently with the amendments to the regulations, the CFIA launched an electronic 
submission platform (My CFIA) where applicants can apply for, pay, check status and obtain 
product registration online. The digital services are currently available only for new 
registrations (issued under the amended “new” regulations ) and research authorizations. All 
other types of applications (re-registrations, amendments etc.) will be added to the system in 
the near future.  

 
2. Administrative/process changes  
The changes include: 

1) Deadlines for submitting applications under the “old” or former regulations 
2) Changes to registration number letter suffixes  
3) Conditions for fee refunds  

The amendments to the regulations and introduction of online submissions necessitated 

several administrative changes to the file management process. These are intended to 

further streamline submission review and realize efficiencies offered by the new regulatory 

regime with the focus on: clarity of requirements, transparency and service excellence. 



 

 

 
 

2.1 Deadlines for submitting applications under the “old” or former regulations 

All product registrations granted under the former (“old”) Fertilizers Regulations will be 
cancelled at the end of the transition period (on October 26, 2023). Applications to register 
products under the “old” regulations that are received during the transition period still require 
a comprehensive review from the CFIA, even though the registration will be valid for only a 
short period of time. In recognition of these diminishing returns, the CFIA has developed 
recommended transition timelines to guide proponents in submitting their applicants for 
registration under the Fertilizers Act. According to these guidelines, product proponents should 
no longer submit applications to register products under the former regulations after June 1, 
2021. Applications to renew or amend registrations where the renewed/amended product 
would remain compliant with the “old” regulations (rather than adjusted to comply with the 
“new” regulations) should not be submitted beyond October 31, 2021. 
 
Adhering to these guidelines will enable a smooth transition to the new regulations and 
minimize CFIA’s resources invested in file reviews for registrations  that will soon expire. This, in 
turn, will streamline the file review process and help the Agency adhere to the published 
service delivery standards.   
 
Note: Registrations granted under the “new” regulations benefit from a full 5-year registration 
period, rather than the shorter 3-year timeframe provided for under the former regulations. 
Products that require registration must be registered under the new regulations prior to 
October 26, 2023, if they are to continue to be imported or sold in Canada past that date.  

 
2.2 Changes letter suffixes on registration numbers  
 
When a product is registered under the Fertilizers Act, the applicant is issued a registration 
number that is a combination of numbers and a letter suffix that identifies the type of product 
being registered. There are some product types (e.g. farm fertilizer, specialty fertilizer) that 
were removed (repealed) from the Fertilizers Regulations. This change necessitated a review of 
registration number suffixes, as  the “D” suffix for farm fertilizers was no longer appropriate. 
Additionally, there was a need for new suffixes to adequately capture the diversity of products 
(and their use patterns) that require registration following the repeal of the specialty fertilizer 
definition.  
 
A product that is registered under the former regulations will only see a change to the letter 
suffix portion of its registration number, while the number portion will not change.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://inspection.canada.ca/eng/1604675250185/1604675493951


 

 

 
The new naming convention (registration number + product type suffix)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
According to our records,  the vast majority of products will require other label changes (in 
addition to the product type suffix) in order to comply with the amended regulations (for 
example, expanded requirements for precautionary statements, bilingual labelling, etc.).  
 
In fact, the required label changes (and associated costs) were one of the key reasons why the 
3-year transition period was built into the amended regulations – to give industry time to adjust 
to the new regulatory requirements. The transition period (from the publication of the new 
regulations on October 26, 2020 until October 26, 2023) also enables regulated parties to 
exhaust the existing product while they prepare to transition to packaging that meets the 
requirements of the amended regulations.  
 
Note: The change of the letter suffix will occur at time of re-registration or amendment that is 
required to  transition a product from the “old” regulations to the “new” ones. It is not an 
immediate change requirement and proponents following the former regulations will not need 
to make this change until they move to the new regulations and obtain their new 5 year 
registration.  
  
A potential challenge is the residual packaging and product stock in the retail chain; those labels 
would contain the outdated registration number (i.e. old suffix letter) but may be otherwise 
compliant with the “new” regulations. In these rare instances where no other label changes 
would be required from the “old” to the “new” regulations, the CFIA is open to working with 
manufacturers on a case-by-case basis to address the transition while minimizing wasted 
packaging and printing costs.  Similar flexibility will be afforded to treated seeds and growing 
media sold by down stream producers.  
 
This grace period will extend beyond the transition period (past October 26, 2023) as the CFIA 
recognizes that the registered products being incorporated may not be renewed and receive a 
new suffix until the end of the transition period. 
  
 
 

Product Type Former Regulations Current Regulations 

Supplements yyyyxxxA yyyyxxxS 

Micronutrients yyyyxxxB yyyyxxxM 

Fertilizer-Pesticides yyyyxxxC yyyyxxxP 

Farm Fertilizers yyyyxxxD N/A 

Hydroponics (Soilless) N/A yyyyxxxH 

Home & Garden (Soil) N/A yyyyxxxG 

Commercial (Soil) N/A yyyyxxxF 

yyyy = year, xxx = sequential number, Z = Letter Code for Product Category 
Example: 2023134S would mean the 134th product (a supplement) registered in 2023. 



 

 

 
2.3   Conditions for refunds 
 
It is the applicant’s responsibility to: 

 determine if their fertilizer or supplement product requires registration under the 
Fertilizers Act prior to submitting an application for registration  

 submit a complete application 

The registration triggers guidance document and guide to submitting applications for 

registration under the Fertilizers Act are designed to assist proponents in fulfilling these 

requirements.  

During the completeness check of an application for registration, it is determined whether the 

product requires registration and whether the information submitted is sufficient for an 

evaluator to initiate the review. The information required for an application to be considered 

"complete" may be found in the applicable submission checklist. 

Applications for registration of a fertilizer or supplement that are either incomplete, exempt 

from registration or do not fall under the purview of the Fertilizers Act will be closed. In all 

cases, the application fee for product registration will not be refunded after an application has 

been submitted. In addition, the safety fee is not refundable once a safety review has been 

initiated.  

3.0   Reference materials  

The CFIA has updated all of the industry guidance materials including:  

 Registration triggers 

 Trade Memoranda 

 The guide to submitting applications for registration under the Fertilizers Act 

 Checklists  

In addition, detailed guidance on how to enroll and submit an application for registration under 
the Fertilizers Act is available through the My CFIA portal. The CFIA is also in the process of 
drafting specific guidance for fertilizer and supplement consultants and brokers who frequently 
submit applications for registration on behalf of the registrant.  

 

 
 

We strongly encourage you to take advantage of the guidance documents available as we hope 
it will assist you  in submitting complete, well organized and high quality submissions. This in 
turn facilitates the file review process and ultimately speeds up time to market.  

 

https://www.inspection.gc.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/fertilizers-and-supplements/eng/1330932243713/1330933201778
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/new-regulations-guide/eng/1601391948941/1601392244498?chap=0
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/new-regulations-guide/eng/1601391948941/1601392244498?chap=0
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/checklist/eng/1311313337062/1311313432185
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/fertilizers-and-supplements/eng/1330932243713/1330933201778
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/trade-memoranda/eng/1299873703612/1299873786929
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/new-regulations-guide/eng/1601391948941/1601392244498?chap=0
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/new-regulations-guide/eng/1601391948941/1601392244498?chap=0
https://inspection.canada.ca/plant-health/fertilizers/registering-fertilizers-and-supplements/checklist/eng/1311313337062/1311313432185
https://inspection.canada.ca/about-cfia/my-cfia/eng/1482204298243/1482204318353


 

 

 
4.0  Contact information  
 
Fertilizer Safety Section 
c/o Pre-market Application Submissions Office (PASO) 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
59 Camelot Drive 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0Y9,Canada 
Phone: 1-855-212-7695 
Fax: 613-773-7115 
cfia.paso-bpdpm.acia@inspection.gc.ca  
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